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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to Amendment After Final of 03/04/2009. 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-13,164 and 165 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Response to Amendment 

Amendment received on 03/04/2009 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 14- 
163 and 166 have been canceled. Claims 8, 9 and 164 have been withdrawn. Claims 2, 
4, 5, 8-13, 164 and 165 have been amended. Claims 1-13, 164 and 165 are currently 
pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 1 12 and 35 USC § 103 have been withdrawn 
due to the applicant's amendment. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 



ABSTRACT 

Components are displayed on a customer computer, each component having an 
attribute. A component is selected on a display by a customer. The information for the 
attribute for each selected component is manipulated by the customer. The manipulated 
attribute information for each selected component is transmitted to a server. Available 
travel packages are calculated, each available travel package including available 
components representing an inventory manipulated by a seller in real-time. The 
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calculated different travel packages are simultaneously displayed on the customer 
computer. The available component from each different available travel package is 
selected on the display. A final travel package is created by assembling the selected 
available components from each different available travel package. A reservation of the 
created final travel package is requested by the customer. A confirmation that the final 
travel package is reserved for the customer is generated and transmitted to the 
customer computer. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED): A computer-implemented method for selecting a 
final travel package comprising at least two destinations, comprising: 

displaying on a customer computer at le ast two typ e s of tr a v el p a ckag e s, wh e r e 
e ach typ e of trav el packag e s has a un i qu e comb i nat i on of at le ast two of a plurality of 
components, said plurality of components comprising air travel, hotel accommodations, 
and car rental, wherein each of said plurality of components having at least one 
attribute; 

selecting on a display via user input by a customer at least one typ e of trav el 
packages from tho d i sp l ayed typos of travo l packages component of said plurality of 
components : 

manipulating by the customer information for at least one attribute for each 
selected component of tho se l ected typo of travo l packages ; 
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transmitting by the customer computer to a server said manipulated attribute 
information received from said customer for each selected component of tho so l octod 
typ e of trav el packag e s ; 

based on the transmitted manipulated attribute information, calculating by the 
server a plurality of available travel packages for th e s ele ct e d typ e of trav el packag e s , 
each of said available plurality of travel packages comprising at least two available 
components, each of the at least two available components corresponding to a value of 
each on e of sa i d p l ura li ty of compon e nts of the selected components typ e of trav el 
packag e s , wherein each of the at least two available components represents inventory 
manipulated by a seller in real-time; 

receiving and displaying simultaneously by said customer computer from said 
server the calculated plurality of travel packages; 

selecting on the display via the user input by the customer at least one of the 
available components from each of at least two different displayed available p l ura li ty of 
travel packages; 

creating a final travel package by assembling the selected at le ast on e of th e 
available components from each of the at least two different displayed available p l ura li ty 
of travel packages; 

requesting by the customer a reservation of the created final travel package; 
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transmitting by the customer computer to said server said created final travel 
package and the reservation request; 

generating by the server a confirmation that the final travel package is reserved 
for the customer in response to the transmitted reservation request; and 

transmitting by the server to the customer computer the generated confirmation, 
wherein the created final travel package is a customized travel package. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

coupling said customer computer to a network via a communications device; 
providing said customer with a single user interface; 

viewing by said customer at least two destinations via the single user interface; 
and generating by said customer computer a single itinerary having a single price from 
said customer selection of the at least one of the available components from each of at 
least two different displayed available p l urality of travel packages via the single user 
interface. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

selecting by said customer s ele cting multiple airfares in a sequence of said at 
least two destinations. 
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4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

sorting by the server said calculated plurality of available travel packages 
according to price; and 

transmitting by the server to said customer computer the plurality of available 
travel packages sorted in a predetermined order based on the price. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

transmitting by said customer computer usef- customer-g enerated payment 
information to said server in response to said confirmation; and 

receiving by said customer computer one of an approval and a denial of said final 
travel package in response to said customer-generated payment information. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 5, wherein said transmitting 
by said customer computer customer-generated payment information to said server in 
response to said confirmation custom e r comput e r transm i tt i ng custom e r g e n e rat e d 
paym e nt i nformat i on comprises transmitting by said customer computer transm i tt i ng to 
said server at least one of payment account information, billing address, company 
name, telephone contact information, and electronic mail address of said customer. 
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7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving by said customer computer r e c ei v i ng a customer-generated discount 
code indicative of a discount criteria of said customer; 

transmitting said discount code to said server; 

generating by the server a discount corresponding to said discount code. 

8. (WITHDRAWN - CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1 , wherein 
said seller comprises a vendor , the method further comprising: 

selling said inventory via said server by the vendor , and 

updating th e s e rv e r updat e s a datastore storing said inventory by the server by 
changing availability of said inventory in response to receiving said final travel package. 

9. (WITHDRAWN - CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 8, wherein 
said selling step further comprising: compr i s i ng said vendor 

selling said at le ast on e selected component comprising one of a hotel room, a 
vehicle rental, an air transportation ticket, a travel tour and a travel service or a product. 
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10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1, wherein said transmitting 
by the server to the customer computer [[of]] the generated confirmation further 
comprisinqffesll: 

receiving bv said customer computer roco i v i ng said confirmation from said server 
for at least one of said seller and a travel agent. 

1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1 , wherein said displaying 
step further comprisinq osd i sp l av i nq sa i d at loact two typos of trave l packages further 
compr i s i ng : 

displaying reservation accommodations received in said customer computer. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said 
transmitting bv the customer computer to a server said manipulated attribute information 
received from said customer for each component of the selected type of travel 
packages to th e s e rv e r sa i d man i pu l at e d attr i but e i nformat i on r e c ei v e d from sa i d 
customer for sa i d so l octod onos of sa i d components further comprisinqffesll: 

transmitting attribute information for at least one of: 

said air travel comprising at least one of desired travel dates, desired travel 
times, desired airlines, and desired flight requests; 
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said car rental comprising at least one of desired vehicle type, desired vehicle 
rental price, and desired vehicle rental company; 

said hotel accommodations comprising at least one of specific room type, hotel 
classification, hotel chain, and hotel rating; and 

said reservation accommodations comprising surface tours, travel insurance, 
luggage, clothing, video entertainment, audio entertainment, and food products. 

1 3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

combining by said customer comb i n i ng at least one first component of a first 
travel package with at least one second component of a second travel package creating 
said final travel package; and 

transmitting by said customer computer transm i tt i ng said at least one first 
component and said at least one second component to said server; and 

calculating by the server a price for said created final travel package based on 
the transmitted first and second components, 

wherein the travel packages are displayed together with prices. 



14-163. (CANCELED) 
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164. (WITHDRAWN - CURRENTLY AMENDED): The computer-implemented 
method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

when executing said calculating of the plurality of available travel packages 
options, for each of the plurality of calculated available travel packages, checking by the 
server on th e f l y in real-time availability of the inventory corresponding to a component 
of the option-travel package being calculated. 

165. (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The computer-implemented method according 
to claim 1 , wherein the manipulating step further comprisin_g[[es]]: 

inputting a value for said at least one attribute of the at least one selected typo of 
travo l packages component . 

166. (CANCELED) 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-7, 10-13, and 165 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With regards to independent claim 1, the prior art of record neither anticipates, 
nor, alone or combined, renders obvious as a whole a method for selecting a final travel 
package, comprising: 

manipulating by the customer information for at least one attribute for each 
component of the selected type of travel packages; transmitting by the customer 
computer to a server said manipulated attribute information received from said customer 
for each component of the selected type of travel packages; based on the transmitted 
manipulated attribute information, calculating by the server a plurality of available travel 
packages for the selected type of travel packages, each of said available plurality of 
travel packages comprising at least two available components, each of the at least two 
available components corresponding to a value of one of said plurality of components of 
the selected type of travel packages, wherein each of the at least two available 
components represents inventory manipulated by a seller in real-time; receiving and 
displaying simultaneously by said customer computer from said server the calculated 
plurality of travel packages; selecting on the display via the user input by the customer 
at least one of the available components from each of at least two different displayed 
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available travel packages; creating a final travel package by assembling the selected at 
least one of the available components from each of the at least two different displayed 
available travel packages. 

The best domestic prior art, Tagawa (US 5,732,398) in view of Sobalvarro et al. 
(US 2006/0287897 A1 ) discloses: 

displaying a plurality of components at a client computer, at least some of said 
plurality of components having a parameter; selecting by a user at least one of the 
displayed plurality of components; manipulating by the user information for at least one 
parameter of the at least one selected component; receiving by the server from the 
client computer a first input signal having the selected components and the manipulated 
at least one parameter; calculating by the server a plurality of options, each of said 
plurality of options having a suboption comprising a value corresponding to one of said 
plurality of components, and said value is generated in accordance with said user- 
determined value of said parameter; receiving by the client computer from the server 
the calculated plurality of options; selecting by the user various suboptions from at least 
two of the plurality of options; receiving by the server from the client computer the 
selected various suboptions; creating by the server the customized travel package 
comprising a plurality of destinations corresponding to said components, in an itinerary 
having a price; receiving the created customized travel package by the client computer 
from the server for displaying the customized travel package to the user. 
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However, Tagawa in view of fails to teach or fairly suggest: 

manipulating by the customer information for at least one attribute for each 
component of the selected type of travel packages; transmitting by the customer 
computer to a server said manipulated attribute information received from said customer 
for each component of the selected type of travel packages; based on the transmitted 
manipulated attribute information, calculating by the server a plurality of available travel 
packages for the selected type of travel packages, each of said available plurality of 
travel packages comprising at least two available components, each of the at least two 
available components corresponding to a value of one of said plurality of components of 
the selected type of travel packages, wherein each of the at least two available 
components represents inventory manipulated by a seller in real-time; receiving and 
displaying simultaneously by said customer computer from said server the calculated 
plurality of travel packages; selecting on the display via the user input by the customer 
at least one of the available components from each of at least two different displayed 
available travel packages; creating a final travel package by assembling the selected at 
least one of the available components from each of the at least two different displayed 
available travel packages. 

The best foreign art, Ahlstrom et al. (WO 89/07798), while teaching creating 
travel packages based on customers' inputs, fails to teach or fairly suggest: 
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manipulating by the customer information for at least one attribute for each 
component of the selected type of travel packages; transmitting by the customer 
computer to a server said manipulated attribute information received from said customer 
for each component of the selected type of travel packages; based on the transmitted 
manipulated attribute information, calculating by the server a plurality of available travel 
packages for the selected type of travel packages, each of said available plurality of 
travel packages comprising at least two available components, each of the at least two 
available components corresponding to a value of one of said plurality of components of 
the selected type of travel packages, wherein each of the at least two available 
components represents inventory manipulated by a seller in real-time; receiving and 
displaying simultaneously by said customer computer from said server the calculated 
plurality of travel packages; selecting on the display via the user input by the customer 
at least one of the available components from each of at least two different displayed 
available travel packages; creating a final travel package by assembling the selected at 
least one of the available components from each of the at least two different displayed 
available travel packages. 

The best NPL prior art, S-1/A document filed by EXPEDIA INC, while teaching 
obtaining data from various vendors in real-time for creating travel packages, fails to 
teach or fairly suggest: 
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manipulating by the customer information for at least one attribute for each 
component of the selected type of travel packages; transmitting by the customer 
computer to a server said manipulated attribute information received from said customer 
for each component of the selected type of travel packages; based on the transmitted 
manipulated attribute information, calculating by the server a plurality of available travel 
packages for the selected type of travel packages, each of said available plurality of 
travel packages comprising at least two available components, each of the at least two 
available components corresponding to a value of one of said plurality of components of 
the selected type of travel packages, wherein each of the at least two available 
components represents inventory manipulated by a seller in real-time; receiving and 
displaying simultaneously by said customer computer from said server the calculated 
plurality of travel packages; selecting on the display via the user input by the customer 
at least one of the available components from each of at least two different displayed 
available travel packages; creating a final travel package by assembling the selected at 
least one of the available components from each of the at least two different displayed 
available travel packages. 



The reasons for allowance for the dependent claims 2- are same as set forth 
above for claim 1 . 
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Rejoinder 

Elected Invention Allowable, Rejoinder of All Previously Withdrawn Claims 
Claim 1 is allowable. Claims 8, 9 and 164, are previously withdrawn from 
consideration as a result of a restriction requirement, include all the limitations of an 
allowable claim. Pursuant to the procedures set forth in MPEP § 821 .04(a), the 
restriction requirement as set forth in the Office action mailed on 10/19/2007, is hereby 
withdrawn and claims 8, 9 and 164 hereby rejoined and fully examined for patentability 
under 37 CFR 1.104. In view of the withdrawal of the restriction requirement, 
applicant(s) are advised that if any claim presented in a continuation or divisional 
application is anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a claim that is allowable in 
the present application, such claim may be subject to provisional statutory and/or 
nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application. 

Once a restriction requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 USC 121 are no 
longer applicable. See In re Ziegler, 443 F.2d 1 21 1 , 1 21 5, 1 70 USPQ 1 29, 1 31 -32 
(CCPA 1 971 ). See also MPEP § 821 .01 . 

Therefore, Claims 1-13, 164 and 165 are allowed. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reason for Allowance". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Igor Borissov whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6801 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Igor N. Borissov/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3628 

3/15/2009 



